Q. What is an 'ACoP'?

A. An ACoP is an Approved Code of Practice and is a set of guidelines associated with regulations to assist
in the understanding and compliance to the regulations that the ACoP covers. The Diving at Work
Regulations 1997 has a series of ACoPs depending on the type of commercial diving operation that is being
undertaken. (scientific, recreational, media, etc.)

Q. What is the 'Recreational Diving Projects' ACoP?

A. This is one of the series of ACoPs associated with the Diving at Work Regulations and is guidance for
those operators and team members involved in providing recreational diver training or guided dives on a
commercial basis to their clients.

Q. Are the HSE interested in Recreational Diving?

A. Yes. They are interested if the recreational diving project is commercial. With respect to recreational
diving, the HSE's interest is with commercial diving centres, or instructors, that provide diver training
services, at all levels of training, in return for a payment from their client. The HSE see that there is an
'undertaking' by the centre to provide a defined course of training to those paying clients.

Q. Are Centres commercial?

A. Yes. All diver training centres are commercial centres since they are offering recreational diver training
to clients for a payment. Those commercial centres operating in the Great Britain therefore need to comply
with the 'Diving at Work Regulations 1997' as do their instructors, even if they are not being paid.

Q. How are recreational diving associations' branches/clubs perceived by the HSE?

A. All diving associations' branches and clubs are primarily involved with the provision of diver training
within their many branches and clubs affiliated to the associations. The HSE regard the associations and
their branches/clubs as amateur and 'non-commercial' in their operation so expect the members to follow
the safety guidelines and training programme of the respective diving association.

Q. Do branches/clubs have to comply with the HSE Regulations?

A. No. The HSE regard Great Britain recreational diving branches and clubs as being groups of amateur
recreational sport diving members' clubs and not as commercial operations. Provided the branch/club is
not involved in a commercial operation then the HSE would not perceive them as commercial and as such
the Diving at Work Regulations 1997 and the ACoP 'Recreational Diving Projects' do not apply.

The HSE would expect diving associations to put in place suitable training and safety measures and for
branches to follow these guidelines.

Q. Can instructors be reimbursed for their expenses?

A. Yes. Branch/club instructors can be reimbursed for the expenses they have incurred in connection with
the training they are doing on the day. Travelling, entrance fees and other bona fide expenses can be
reimbursed to the instructor by the trainee club members, if they wish, and this would not be considered
making the training exercise 'commercial'. The basis of guidance in this aspect should be their
association's current guidelines, or policy, for the reimbursement of volunteer expenses.

Q. When is an instructor considered to be 'commercial'?

A. An instructor becomes a ‘commercial’ instructor when they are drawing a wage, or financial reward, from
the proceeds received such that it is going towards them making a living from their diver training activities.
Alternatively, an instructor is considered to be commercial when he or she are acting on behalf of a
contractor, who has an 'undertaking' with a client that is paying that contractor for the services being
provided, even though the instructor is a 'volunteer'.
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